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Like every year, at the beginning of 

March, CCC staff and the new research 
assistants join their efforts to start a new 

Leatherback Program. 
We welcome some new CCC family mem-

bers, and are happy to see some familiar 
faces back at the station this year. 

The members of the Tortuguero family 

are: Xavier Debade (Station Manager ð 

France), Clare Atkinson (Field Coordina-

tor ð England), Dagnia Nolasco 

(Education and Outreach Coordinator - 

Peru), Perla Servian (Visitor Center Coor-

dinator - Paraguay), Ivan Ramos (Track 

Surveyor, Boat Captain and Mainte-

nance ð Costa Rica), Juanita Fernández 

(Cook - Nicaragua), Isabel Beckford and 

Jackeline Brandt (Cleaning and Laundry 

ð Costa Rica), and our Security Guards.  

We have seven Research Assistants 

(RAõs) from seven different countries; these 

unconditional turtle lovers are leaving be-

hind their home comforts to give us their 

time and energy for three months: Alex 

(Canada), Arturo (USA), Ernesto (Mexico), 

Luisa (Venezuela), Marlene (Germany), 

Santiago (Spain) and Tim (England).  We 

also have a Volunteer Assistant, Indira 

Torrez, who is from the community of Tortu-

guero; she participated in our Junior Re-

search Assistant Program in 2008 and is 

now helping out with monitoring and envi-

ronmental education activities.  And we 

canõt forget our youngest turtler, 6-month 

old Yana (French/Peruvian)! 

Thanks to everybody who support this 50 

years project, making sea turtle conserva-

tion in Tortuguero possible! 

One big family for the start of the 2010 

Leatherback Program  
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Picture 1.  CCC family members: Dagnia, Yana, Xavier, 

Tim, Marlene, Jeff (Participant from USA), Ernesto, Luisa, 

Alex, Arturo and Santiago. 
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The fifth castration clinic 

took place. 
The objective of the clinics is 

to control the dog popula-
tion, as the increasing num-

ber of animals is a problem 
for the health of the village 

and they continue to be a 

threat to the sea turtles that 
nest here in Tortuguero. 

 
Previously we had planned 

to present a talk to the chil-
dren of the school to explain 

the importance of caring for 
their pets and the difference 

between wild and domestic 

animals.  

 
The clinic successfully cas-

trated a total of 37 pets and 
75 were de-parasitized. 

Several other surgeries were 
performed, including the 

removal of a tumour and a 

life-saving operation on a 
dog that was caught in a 

fence and severely injured 
its neck.   

This event would not have 
been possible without the 

help from two veterinarians 
Victor and Laura from AHPPA 

(Humanitarian Action for 

Animal Protection in Costa 

Rica), who  came from Here-
dia. 

We would like to thank ever-
yone for supporting the clinic 

by bringing their animals, 
and to remind them that the 

next clinic is scheduled for 

September; we hope to cas-
trate and take care of even 

more animals!      

 

C A S T R A T I O N  C L I N I C  2 0 1 0  

Picture 5. Students from 

Loyola Marymount 

University, USA. 

the data collection activities.  

During March we had a 
group of 12 students from 

Loyola Marymount  Univer-
sity in California help out for 

5 days and Ken Lindsay 
from New York joined the 

team for a week as he is 

interested in sea turtles, and 
wanted to come to a place 

to experience these mysteri-
ous animals. 

The CCC are very thankful 
for the participants joining 

Part of our turtle conserva-

tion program involves the 
participation of interested 

individuals who, for work or 
other reasons, can't dedi-

cate themselves full time to 
turtle conservation.  Our 

Ecovolunteers stay with us 

for a maximum of 3 weeks 
and take part in all aspects 

of the field work.  They re-
ceive training so they are 

able to go out on the beach 
with the RAs and assist in 

our team! 

Our First Participants    

Picture 6. Ken Lindsay,  

from  USA. 

Picture 3. Our first 

activity with the students 

from Tortuguero High 

School. 

nature. 
 
Our first activity was directed 

towards the high school in 
Tortuguero where we gave a 

presentation about green-
house gases and activities 

that cause contamination, 

the effect of Climate Change 
on the planet, in Tortuguero 

and on sea turtles and we 
also offered some sugges-

tions as to what we can all 
do to mimimize the negative 

effects of Climate Change. 
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During this season, the the-

me for the educational acti-
vities will be Climate Chan-

ge. 
These activities are aimed  
at the students of the local 
school and high school, but 

their content makes them 

relevant to 
villagers and tourists. The 

main intention is to make 
the community aware of the 

impacts of Climate Change 
on the earth and to act in a 

way to reduce these the 
impacts, looking for an equi-

librium between man and 

Picture 4. A Research Assistant 

giving a talk about Climate Chan-

ge and sea turtles.  

Picture 2. Castration 

Clinic, Tortuguero - 

March, 2010. 



We have just completed a month and a half of night pa-

trols - searching for nesting females - and morning surveys 
- recording all nesting activity on the entire 22 miles of 

beach.  The research team has logged a total of 335 hours 
and during that time have encountered 27 leatherbacks - 

8 new and 19 with tags.  We have also seen 13 green 
turtles - 10 new and 1 with tags. 

During March and mid April there have been several tur-

tles killed by jaguars; 2 leatherbacks and 12 green turtles 

were found with bite wounds to the neck, a sure sign that 
jaguars were the culprits.  One of the leatherbacks killed 

had tags - she was first tagged in Pacuare Reserve in 2005; 
one of the green turtles was first tagged in Tortuguero in 

2006.  Ernesto and Alex our research assistants from Mex-
ico and Canada were lucky enough to see a jaguar in the 

vegetation with a freshly killed green turtle! 

TRACK SURVEYS  

There have been many tracks and nests observed on the whole length of the beach. For Leatherbacks there have been 

217 nests with 19 nests poached and 88 false crawls. For Green Turtles there have been 135 nests, 9 of these poached 
and also 118 false crawls.   

The Season So Far  
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Figure 2. Temporal distribution of leatherback nests. (Updated 12/04/2010) 

Figure 1. Spatial distribution of leatherback nests. (Updated 12/04/2010) 

False crawls  


